[Comparison of the pattern of integrin expression between primary tumors and liver metastasis of gastric and colorectal cancers].
To investigate the interrelationship between integrin VLA3 overexpression and liver metastasis, immunohistochemical studies of VLA3 were made in 73 cases of gastric cancer (66 cases without liver metastasis, 7 cases with liver metastasis) and 15 cases of colorectal cancer (3 cases without liver metastasis, 12 cases with liver metastasis). The rate of integrin VLA3 expression in 69 primary gastric and colorectal cancers without liver metastasis was 41%, that was higher than that (0%) in the 19 primary tumors of gastric and colorectal cancers with liver metastasis. In contrast, the positive rate for integrin VLA3 staining in 19 cases involving liver metastasis of gastric and colorectal cancers was 58% (11/19), which was higher than that (0%) in primary tumors. These findings suggest that VLA3 may play an important role in the process of liver metastasis of gastric and colorectal cancers.